Merrick Carl Space

November 25, 2016 - November 27, 2016

Space, Merrick Carl, November 27, 2016, after a valiant two day struggle he
peacefully passed away surrounded by family. Loving son of Paul Richard &
Laurel Anne Space. Brother of Pierson Space. Dear Grandchild of Mary
Houghton and Kathleen (Edward) Bennett. Nephew of Carolyn (Lance)
Space, Angela (Chris) Space, Carl Space, Heather (Prasad) Velagalety,
Miranda Bell, and Jeremy (Christina) Bell. The family will gather with friends
Saturday 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM at Vermeulen-Sajewski Funeral Home, 46401
W. Ann Arbor Rd., (Between Sheldon & Beck) Plymouth. Memorial Service
Saturday 1:00 PM. Memorial contributions may be made to Pierson Space
College Fund. Make checks payable to Pierson Space. To share memories,
please use the Share a Memory tab on the web page.

To those of you who have expressed concern about the birth of our second
son, we would like to share with you a timeline of events. Before telling you
his story, let us first introduce you to him. Our son, Merrick Carl Space, was
born on Friday, November 25th, 2016 at 5:08 p.m. weighing 8 Ib. 15 o0z. and
measuring 21 V4 inches and he was beautiful and perfect in every way.

During delivery there was an unforeseen complication that placed Merrick’s
umbilical cord in a dangerous position as he traveled through the birth canal.
In an attempt to move it out of the way, the cord snapped. The rush was then
on to get him out as fast as possible and his shoulders became stuck in the



birth canal. As a result, it caused him to lose vital amounts of blood and
oxygen. By the time they got him out, he was not breathing and did not have a
heart beat. The hospital staff worked diligently for twenty long minutes to bring
him back to us, but could not perform the miracle we so desperately hoped
for. He was pronounced dead and was placed in our arms to grieve. The next
hour and a half of our lives was spent holding our son, letting our family hold
him and beginning the long process of repairing the damage to mom that had
been done to free Merrick from the birth canal.

Sixty or so minutes after his pronouncement, the “natural exhales” that occur
in a baby that died after so many attempts to resuscitate became more
pronounced until a pattern begin to emerge that alerted all in the room that
something was wrong, something was happening and it wasn’t normal.
Merrick started to open his eyes. The nurses rushed to check Merrick for vitals
and found his tiny heart beating strongly at a rate of 100 and he was
struggling to breathe on his own. Our little angel had come back to us.
Breathing support was given right away and the NICU arrived minutes later to
whisk him away for further treatment. We could hardly believe what was
happening and the word miracle was definitely repeated many times that
night. Shortly afterward, Merrick was transferred to Detroit Children’s Hospital
downtown for specialized NICU care.

As soon as he arrived in the NICU of the DMC on Friday night, they began
cooling his body temperature to prevent any further injury to his brain and vital
organs from the loss of oxygen he endured. He was stabilized and we were
told the tests would begin in the morning. Our first meeting with the staff in the
morning validated our fears of how sick he really was. Merrick was officially
the sickest child in the NICU with a significant chance of severe damage to
most, if not all, of his vital organs, most importantly his brain. Only further
testing would provide us with the evidence we needed. And so we waited.



Saturday was spent by Merrick’s bedside, taking turns holding his sweet
hands and kissing his chubby cheeks. His system, although severely
depressed, was still fighting to show signs of life. At the merest words from his
mama, he would work so hard to open his eyes and usually succeed in
opening one if not both to look into her eyes and grip her finger in his hand.
Those precious moments will be ones neither of us will forget for the rest of
our lives. Our brave, strong son had come back from death to give us this gift
of time with him.

On Sunday, we met with his team of doctors, including the Neurologist, who
confirmed our worst fear, that Merrick’s system was so severely damaged by
the lack of oxygen that his poor body could not sustain life on its own. We
knew in our hearts, even from Friday night, that this moment might come...the
moment when we had to make the most heart wrenching decision of our lives.
Surrounded by family and in the arms of his mother, who held his hand until
his last breath, Merrick peacefully fell asleep forever.

The valves of Merrick’s miracle heart were lovingly given to Gift of Life so that
his miracle can go on in the life of another baby somewhere out there. We are
both so grateful for the two days that Merrick fought so hard to give back to
us. While it'’s impossible to fit a lifetime of memories into two days, those two
days of memories will last our entire lives. The lessons we learned and the
strength we found in ourselves and in each other were another gift he gave us
that will last for eternity. May your spirit journey peacefully and safely our dear
son. We both love you immensely.



Previous Events

Gathering of Family and Friends

DEC 3. 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM (ET)

Vermeulen-Sajewski Funeral Home Plymouth
46401 Ann Arbor Road West

Plymouth, Ml 48170

(734) 459-2250

plymouth@vermeulenfh.com

Memorial Service

DEC 3. 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM (ET)

Vermeulen-Sajewski Funeral Home Plymouth
46401 Ann Arbor Road West

Plymouth, M1 48170

(734) 459-2250

plymouth@vermeulenfh.com
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Tribute Wall

Merrick Carl Space

December 07, 2023 at 05:11 AM

I don't know you, | saw this while looking for a past obituary for my
father. I'm so sorry for your loss, | will be praying for you. There's no
words for things like this but God is with you, look to Him for
strength and comfort.

I cannot express how much my heart hurts for your family.

God bless.

Anonymous - December 07, 2016 at 01:58 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Merrick Carl Space.

December 03, 2016 at 11:38 AM

Susan Guzuk lit a candle in memory of |
Merrick Carl Space

Susan Guzuk - December 02, 2016 at 06:07 PM


https://www.vermeulenfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.vermeulenfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the
family of Merrick Carl Space.

December 02, 2016 at 03:20 PM

Aunt Nancy, Grandma Mary, Dylan and Colleen
purchased the Basket of Memories for the family
of Merrick Carl Space.

Aunt Nancy, Grandma Mary, Dylan and Colleen - December
02,2016 at 11:10 AM

There are no words for things like this. Sending love, hugs and

prayers to your family.

Diane Staif - December 01, 2016 at 02:13 PM

Guiding Light Bouquet was purchased for the A
family of Merrick Carl Space.

December 01, 2016 at 10:02 AM


https://www.vermeulenfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.vermeulenfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.vermeulenfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1424&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.vermeulenfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1424&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.vermeulenfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4371&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.vermeulenfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4371&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

I am a Minister of Jehovah's Witnesses my wife and | would like to
give you

and your family our deepest sympathy for the lost of your loved one.
We

would like to leave you with these words of encouragement from
Gods

word the Bible. At Job 14:14 it ask the question, "If a man dies, shall
he live

again?," The bible makes the promise: Your dead love ones will
live...They

will rise up. The bible also says, The righteous themselves will
possess the

earth and they will reside forever upon it. Isaiah 26:19;Psalms
37:29. May

you find comfort in these scriptures and in the loving memories of
your

loved one. If you have any questions or concerns about the lost of
your

loved one feel free to email us at ctksdk@yahoo.com

Sincerely, Carlos & Sandy

Carlos and Sandy - November 30, 2016 at 07:47 PM
All Of Our Love Grandma and Grandpa

purchased the Guiding Light Bouquet for the
family of Merrick Carl Space.

All Of Our Love Grandma and Grandpa - November 29, 2016
at 10:23 PM


mailto:ctksdk@yahoo.com
https://www.vermeulenfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4371&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Merrick Carl Space.

November 29, 2016 at 07:47 PM


https://www.vermeulenfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.vermeulenfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

