
Robert John De Fauw
November 1, 1934 - May 23, 2026

Robert J. De Fauw was born on November 1, 1934 in Detroit, Michigan, to
William and Bertha De Fauw. He graduated from the University of Detroit in
1957. That same year, he joined the U.S. Marines, where he served as a
weapons instructor, demolition instructor, and platoon sergeant during the
Korean War in Force Recon and in the reserves. He served as a Detroit police
officer in vice and rackets squad from 1961 to 1962. He was a Special Agent
of the Federal Bureau of Narcotics in Detroit from 1962 thru 1966 and then as
a Special Agent in Chicago. For the next 2 years, he was Special Agent in
Charge in Marseille, France, overseeing foreign operations across Europe,
the Middle East, the Near East, and Africa, headquartered in Rome. During
the height of the infamous “French Connection” era, he led overt and covert
operations to stop heroin trafficking centered in Marseille. 

 

In 1969, he married Danielle Colombani in Marseille and became Deputy
Regional Director. Later that year, based in Seattle, Washington, he oversaw
offices in six cities and four states, as well as Vancouver, British Columbia,
directing personnel and resources to enforce federal narcotics laws. He also
worked closely with the Royal Canadian Mounted Police throughout British
Columbia, Saskatchewan, and Alberta up until 1971. That same year, he
moved to San Francisco, where he directed operations in Fresno and San
Jose, California and Reno, Nevada, supervising 22 agents until 1976. During
that time, he earned a B.S. in Administration of Justice from Golden Gate



University in California. From 1976 to 1978, he was responsible for all
operations in 20 countries, including Egypt, Greece, Lebanon, Turkey, Iran,
Pakistan, Afghanistan, and India. 1978 to 1981, he served as Regional
Director of the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) in Bangkok, Thailand,
overseeing the Orient and Southeast Asia, fighting and neutralizing opium
warlords in the Golden Triangle to stop the flow of heroin into the United
States. From 1983 to 1987, he was based in Detroit, Michigan, where he
targeted cocaine trafficking across the Canadian border into the United
States. He initiated and coordinated the writing of the State of Michigan
Financial Forfeiture Act and created the first program in the United States to
combat crack cocaine. He retired from the Drug Enforcement Administration
In 1987. 

His numerous accomplishments and recognitions can be viewed at The DEA
Museum in Arlington, VA. He became Drug Program coordinator for the NFL
based out of Detroit, Michigan and worked at the Wayne County Prosecutor’s
office, dealing in organized crime, major narcotic organizations and gangs
working with federal, state, county and local law enforcement in the US and
Canada before finally retiring. 

 Robert J. De Fauw served a distinguished military career and dedicated his
life to law and drug enforcement around the world. He passed away
peacefully at home in Brighton, Michigan, on May 23, 2026. He is the Father
to five children, Grandfather to four and Godfather to one. 

Visitation will be Friday, May 29th from 1 PM to 8 PM, with a rosary service at
7 PM, at Vermeulen-Sajewski Funeral Home, 46401 Ann Arbor Road West
(between Sheldon and Beck) Plymouth, MI. 

 

Funeral Service Saturday May 30th at 10 AM at Vermeulen-Sajewski Funeral
Home, 46401 Ann Arbor Road West (between Sheldon and Beck) Plymouth,
MI. 



The interment will be approximately 11:45 AM on Saturday at Mt. Olivet
Cemetery, located at 17100 Van Dyke Avenue (at 6 Mile/McNichols) in Detroit.
Please meet just inside the main gates. 

Memorial contributions may be made to St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place, Memphis, TN 38105. 

 

There will also be a Celebration of Life gathering to be held later in the
summer. 

To share a memory, please use the Share a Memory tab on this web page.



Cemetery Details

Mt. Olivet Cemetery

17100 Van Dyke
Detroit, MI 48234

Previous Events

Visitation

MAY 29. 1:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

Vermeulen-Sajewski Funeral Home Plymouth
46401 Ann Arbor Road West
Plymouth, MI 48170
(734) 459-2250
plymouth@vermeulenfh.com

Rosary Service

MAY 29. 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

Vermeulen-Sajewski Funeral Home Plymouth
46401 Ann Arbor Road West
Plymouth, MI 48170
(734) 459-2250
plymouth@vermeulenfh.com

mailto:plymouth@vermeulenfh.com
mailto:plymouth@vermeulenfh.com


Funeral Service

MAY 30. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Vermeulen-Sajewski Funeral Home Plymouth
46401 Ann Arbor Road West
Plymouth, MI 48170
(734) 459-2250
plymouth@vermeulenfh.com

Burial

MAY 30. 11:45 AM (ET)

Mt. Olivet Cemetery
17100 Van Dyke
Detroit, MI 48234

mailto:plymouth@vermeulenfh.com


Tribute Wall
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Joe Solomon - June 01 at 09:58 PM

I had the Honor of Meeting Bob through my friend & brother Jim
(Curly) Culver (RIP) It was always enjoyable hearing some of the
many stories he had. Semper Fi Marine, now join the ranks with St.
Michael

Mike Londeau - May 31 at 05:27 PM

I was saddened to learn of the passing of Robert De Fauw.
Although I only had the opportunity to meet him briefly at his
grandson’s birthday party, it was clear he was deeply loved and
respected by his family. A highly decorated public servant, devoted
family man, and a life well lived. My sincere condolences to the De
Fauw family as they celebrate an extraordinary legacy.

Mike MacDonald - May 30 at 06:27 PM

Mike MacDonald and family - long time Elk Lake neighbor checking
in. We have a lot of great and lasting memories of Bob and his
family. Everything from chasing down illegal hunters, and lots of fun
times. 
We remember the time Bob was taking young Richard water skiing
with his beloved Red big V8 Donzi and some guy cut them off!. Capt
Bob leaned on the horn, shook his fist in the air & inadvertently?
tried to chase them down. He momentarily forgot about the kid in
behind & young Richard hung on for dear life going probably close
to 50 mph!! RIP BOB



KW



EA

Karen Woodside - May 28 at 05:49 PM

Bob was one of the finest, kindest and most
professional investigators at the Wayne
County Prosecutor's Office. He, like all of our
investigators had been around the block for
sure! Whenever we had important cases, we
knew we could rely on Bob. He was the consummate professional
and got us everything we needed to successfully prosecute, protect
us, and win our appeals. He was very well known at the federal
court by everyone.

  
Bob always talked about his family being the most important thing in
his life and was a man of deep faith. You will be together with the
love of your life- Danielle.

 May God bless you always- Rest in peace and you are all together
again perpetually. May eternal light shine upon you always.

May 28 at 10:01 AM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Robert John De Fauw.

Eisenga Family- Sunshine Acres - May 28 at 08:04 AM

Eisenga Family- Sunshine Acres purchased the
Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the family of
Robert John De Fauw.

https://www.vermeulenfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.vermeulenfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Eisenga Family- Sunshine Acres - May 28 at 08:04 AM

Eisenga Family- Sunshine Acres planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Robert John De Fauw.

Sherri Lynn DeFauw - May 28 at 06:43 AM

Know that you are Well-Loved, Old Bear!! We've shared in many
Father-Daughter Adventures - Belle Isle, Paris, Elk Lake and
cruising the Detroit River. However, I've especially enjoyed our
Tours of The Ranch!! Riding around for hours exploring the glorious
patchwork of Woodlands, Field crops, Wild Berry swaths and
observing Wldlife. The best were the Bear Tracks!! I bought you
some signs - Bear Crossing - to post on the property. We'll meet
again, God-willing,,, maybe in a sunlit Wild Raspberry patch!! Until
then, Happy Wandering, Old Bear!! God Bless you and Danielle -
together again!!

DG
Deborah Gmeiner - May 28 at 05:16 PM

This is so awesome, Sherri� Love you.

LG
Linda Gmeiner - May 30 at 08:09 AM

Such dear words. A true pleasure meeting you, Sherri.



KS

TR

Kelli & Kyle Stiffler - May 27 at 03:52 PM

Bob was are neighbor up north & we are very thankful for the many
years of his friendship. We were in agreement that being up north
was the most tranquil place to be blessed to share. We enjoyed
sharing deer hunting season together & our sightings of &
encounters with various wildlife throughout the year. Bob was
especially pleased & enjoyed hearing about & seeing photos from
when Bear would pass through the "compound" as he so lovingly
referred to 
the property. He was a very gracious, generous & honorable man,
friend & neighbor. His love for God, Family & Country was
abundantly evident. A debt of gratitude is owed for his many years
of faithful & impactful service for our Country. His passing leaves
behind a profound & lasting 
legacy for his family & all whose lives he touched. Prayers that
precious memories, the knowledge that he is now walking alongside
the Lord & reunited with his beloved Danielle bring comfort & peace
to all during this time of painful & tremendous loss.

The Reddy’s - May 27 at 01:08 PM

The Reddy’s purchased the Simply Elegant Spat
hiphyllum for the family of Robert John De Fauw.

https://www.vermeulenfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.vermeulenfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.vermeulenfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Belfor Franchise Group - May 27 at 12:51 PM

Belfor Franchise Group purchased the Divine Pe
ace Bouquet for the family of Robert John De
Fauw.

May 27 at 11:37 AM

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Robert John De Fauw.

Love, Scott & Shelly Zabik - May 26 at 10:34 PM

Love, Scott & Shelly Zabik purchased the Beautif
ul in Blue for the family of Robert John De Fauw.

Bill Ashcraft - May 26 at 08:14 PM

Sorry to hear of Bob's passing. Although I shared in several
somewhat similar situations as Bob in my 96 YOA, Marine Corps,
25 years in DEA or predecessors, DEA in Europe and in Bangkok a
few years preceding Bob, I only met him one time with Al Habib, I
believe, out in San Francisco. Nice guy. Liked him a lot. 
Bill Ashcraft

https://www.vermeulenfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.vermeulenfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.vermeulenfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.vermeulenfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.vermeulenfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.vermeulenfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.vermeulenfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.vermeulenfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Michael, Pam & Evie DeFauw - May 26 at 03:56 PM

Michael, Pam & Evie DeFauw purchased the Oce
an Breeze Spray for the family of Robert John De
Fauw.

Michael, Pam & Evie DeFauw - May 26 at 03:56 PM

Michael, Pam & Evie DeFauw planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Robert John De Fauw.

https://www.vermeulenfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1398&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.vermeulenfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1398&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.vermeulenfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1398&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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David A DeBiasi - May 26 at 03:20 PM

How do I begin to talk about someone I've known since I was six
years old? When Bob was with DPD Vice, my father was a special
agent with the Federal Bureau of Narcotics and worked so
frequently with Bob, that they became close friends. Bob used to
come over to our house for pasta dinners. My father recruited him to
come over to the FBN and, as they say, the rest is history. When I
began my career with the Wayne County Sheriff Department,
Special Ops, I was fortunate enough to become a task force officer
at DEA, under Bob's leadership. On his last day in the Division, Bob
jumped in a car with me, Charlie Moffitt and Mark German, and we
proceeded to conduct various street enforcement activities in
Southwest Detroit, where there was no lack of targets. Bob loved it!
He had a great time. So, my father ushered him onto the job, and I
was fortunate enough to usher him off. What an honor! Bob was a
cop's cop. A hard charging, mission-oriented leader who had the
utmost respect of anyone who knew and worked with him. He
backed his people 100%, always! I continued that working
relationship with him when he moved over to the Wayne County
Prosecutor's Office. Still being active in law enforcement, I truly
know the meaning of "they don't make 'em like they used to"! Bob,
you are one of a kind and I look forward to seeing you again! 
 
With my love and respect, David A DeBiasi

Tom Curcuri - May 26 at 03:19 PM

Bob was a great guy. We deer hunted together for years at his place
in Cadillac, Mich. which was a wonderful place, We shot some of
the biggest bucks ever. 

 His guidance and instruction was well taken over the years.



CM

MA

Charles Moffitt - May 26 at 03:08 PM

As a new agent in 1983, I worked under Robert DeFauw, who was
the Special Agent in Charge (SAC) of the Detroit DEA field office.
SAC DeFauw conducted himself with great certainty. He was
aggressive, a hard charger, and a great leader. Those who worked
under him were grateful for his expert guidance. He brought a vast
amount of experience to DEA Detroit. A true legend. He will be
remembered by many.

Mike Alston - May 26 at 01:13 PM

When I think about the people who shaped my career and the kind
of leader I aspired to become, Mr. De Fauw stands out immediately.
As the SAC of the Detroit Field Office, he was the one who
administered the Oath of Office to me when I became a DEA
Special Agent. That moment was more than a formality — it was the
beginning of a calling, and he treated it with the seriousness, pride,
and sense of purpose that defined his leadership. 

  
I still remember the way he spoke that day: steady, direct, and
sincere. He understood the weight of the oath, and he made sure I
understood it too. Afterward, he handed me a handwritten note — a
simple gesture, but one that carried tremendous meaning. I have
kept that note all these years. It reminds me not only of the day I
entered the DEA, but of the kind of leader he was: thoughtful,
intentional, and deeply committed to the people he served and
mentored. 

  
His passing is a loss felt far beyond his family and friends — it is felt
by every agent, colleague, and community he touched. May his
memory be a blessing to all who knew him, learned from him, and
loved him. And may the example he set continue to guide those of
us who had the privilege of serving under his leadership.



SW

DH

Samantha Welch - May 26 at 12:21 PM

The world lost an amazing man . Steve and I have the great
pleasure of knowing Bob the last 10 years . We had never seen
such a kind and thoughtful man as he was . He was forever
protecting the land that he loved . We got to spend some amazing
bonfires with him and Richard he loved his family so much you
could see it in his eyes when he looked at them . We are forever
grateful for Bob and Richard and family. We will have to have
another bonfire to share his stories and memories around . He will
be so missed.

Dave Heimbuch & Helpful Heroes - May 26 at 10:27 AM

Dave Heimbuch & Helpful Heroes purchased the
Arrive in Style for the family of Robert John De
Fauw.

https://www.vermeulenfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.vermeulenfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Bree Minton - May 25 at 10:45 PM

As I sit here reflecting on my personal memories about my hero my
Dad on his last Memorial Day holiday weekend. I'm reading such
beautiful heartfelt stories on your personal experiences, you all got
to share with this great man. I can feel the love you all have for this
amazing man and we were all truly blessed to have know him. My
memories of him NOW and FOREVER have become my treasures .
I have been honored to call him Dad for he has treated me like a
daughter from the first time we met always kind. I want to share the
last days that I got to spend with this incredible man. I was honored
to be by his side during his transition from this life to be with our
Lord. It was so peaceful and beautiful. The room was was a relaxed
atmosphere Frank Sinatra playing in the background ,warm cozy
blankets on his bed .He was surrounded by his loved ones Richard
,Michelle and I witnessed him leaving us to meet with the Lord and
his sweetheart. No pain,just apeaceful moment in time.Now we
must go through life without him with heavy hearts and 
tears of sadness. I promise Dad we will keep you in our hearts and
keep you alive by celebrating and honoring you at all our birthdays
celebrations,at all our holiday gatherings. 
Until we meet again, 
Bree

Jeff Lubeski - May 25 at 10:11 PM

Robert was such a great neighbor. We loved hanging out with him
for the neighborhood fireworks over the lake. He will truly be
missed. Love and prayers to Robert and his family.



KM

SF

Kalil Merhib - May 25 at 10:04 PM

I’ll always remember Bob’s generosity and hospitality towards me
and my family. He would welcome us to his home any time and was
always excited to see us. He had a fondness for watching my
daughter and his grandson play together and we would laugh at
how well they got along even being 8 years apart. 
 
I as fortunate enough to spend some time up north with him and
clearly he had a passion for his property and the peacefulness of
getting away from it all. I remember on night sitting by the fire with
him and hearing stories from his time around the world and thinking
in the moment I was sitting with someone who had seen a lot and
who made an impact on this world. 
 
He will be missed

Semper Fi - May 25 at 09:28 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall



CM
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Charles Moffitt - May 25 at 08:00 PM

As a new agent in 1983, I worked under Robert DeFauw, who was
the Special Agent in Charge (SAC) of the Detroit DEA field office.
SAC DeFauw conducted himself with great certainty. He was
aggressive, a hard charger, and a great leader. Those who worked
under him were grateful for his expert guidance. He brought a vast
amount of experience to DEA Detroit. A true legend. He will be
remembered by many.

Terry Brannigan - May 25 at 06:32 PM

I first met the DeFauw family when Rick and his siblings started
attending St. Joan of Arc elementary school in Saint Clair Shores
(1981/82 school year). I became the best of friends with Rick and
spent a great deal of time at the DeFauw residence during the high
school and college years. I felt like family there because I was
always treated as such. Mr and Mrs DeFauw were great people that
I always admired and appreciated for their kindness. Mr DeFauw
always encouraged Rick and I to stay out of trouble, but have fun.
Even in recent years he invited my family to go up north. He was
always very inviting. 
 
On this Memorial Day I also remember Mr DeFauw as a great
American. His service toward our country not only in the Marines,
but keeping drugs out of our communities while working in local,
state and federal law enforcement is monumental in scope over a
long and distinguished career. “Bob D” was a striking figure when I
met him in his 50s and always stayed that way in my mind. His
stories were legendary. 
I admired him for his strength, courage, patriotism and love for
family, God and country. May he rest in peace with his lovely wife,
Danielle. I hope to meet them both again.



MW

KM

DG
Deborah Gmeiner - May 28 at 05:18 PM

My parents adored you, Terry�

Meghan Waterman - May 25 at 06:20 PM

I met Bob through his wonderful daughter in law Michelle and
wonderful son Richard. Richard devoted his life to his dad, Bob and
anyone who knew them knew just how special their bond was. Bob
loved nothing more than his land up north, his dog Benny, and his
family. Once he moved to the lake he was just so happy. I would
come over to find him dressed up head to toe just staring at the
view that he cherished so much. Every time I saw Bob he would say
“ how you doing there beautiful” a sentence I can hear him say in
my head even now. He was such a special man and he will be
deeply missed.

Ken Magee - May 25 at 04:33 PM

I worked for Mr. De Fauw, my first year in DEA. I was a rookie agent
and he was bigger than life. Truly an incredible man, a great boss
and someone who lived life to its fullest. A role model for all. RIP
Sir.



CP

Chad Payne - May 25 at 03:35 PM

I had the pleasure meeting Mr Robert De Fauw in 1988 through his
eldest son and that was year I became part his family. The
memories of going up to elk lake during the winter and summer
seasons to work/have fun to numerous count(I met Mr.De Fauw dad
at elk lake made best hamburger ever).I also recall all times we're
hanging out in his grosse pointe home and having dinner listening to
law enforcement & military exploits ( Sorry some are still classified
all can say Thailand ). I am so glad was able to be with Mr De
Fauw on his 90th birthday party had alot fun and very memorable
time. (Rich he told me knew you we're stalling). Seeing him and
knowing he built strong family foundation & love of his country make
him one of kind in my book. I know it be hard but Robert with
Danielle now and they will be watching us all. God bless



RM

MD

Robert Morgan - May 25 at 02:58 PM

years ago, I remember meeting ROBERT he was down at the
marina with Rich and his wife and they were celebrating with
ROBERT. They had a table out with a big white tablecloth and a
bottle of champagne. 
as time went by. Rich told me all kind of stories about ROBERT and
all he had accomplished over the years… 
Rich was always so proud of his mom & dad … 
 
When Rich and his wife had Little Dutton the Pride he shared with
me of his dad & mom having Dutton as there grandson was
amazing. 
 
ROBERT was an amazing man making it through the Korean War
and taking on some of the most challenging careers. A person could
think of. 
ROBERT sure is an INSPIRATION to all of his family and friends
and all the people he helped in the past and their families… 
What an honor it is to have known ROBERT and his family over the
years 
with all of our love and compassion to Robert’s family … 
 
with all our love always your friends Robert Morgan, and Rachel
Bradley

Maurice DeLoof - May 25 at 02:27 PM

We celebrate your most excellent life lived this Memorial Day 2026
Godfather. 
May we meet for many more enjoyable days afield and harvest with
the approval of The LORD GOD Almighty forever. 
Maurice DeLoof



RM

KD

Raymond Murray - May 25 at 02:00 PM

I remember on this Memorial Day Bob DeFauw being one of the few
and the proud Marines who served during the Korean War. I
remember joining him, to start and coordinate at Bob’s suggestion,
a DEA Detroit Police Task Force to investigate, arrest and
prosecute the largest Drug gang in Detroit’s history, (Young Boys
Incorporated). I remember after the YBI arrests, a Detroit News
newspaper article describing Bob as a stocky barrel chested man
with a voice of a bullhorn and me looking more like a insurance
salesman than a Cop, dotting every i and crossing every t. Bob
never let me forget that description  I remember after our
retirement from Law Enforcement, Joining him on several occasions
in Mexican Village at one of his favorite restaurants, Xochimilco for
some spicy mexican chow. I remember taking our sons to see the
Tigers play baseball, joining him and his ASAC Joe Salvemini to
see the Lions play football. But most of all I remember a genuine 45
year lasting friendship.

Ken and Elizabeth Debol - May 25 at 01:55 PM

Robert was such a nice man. He was our neighbor and while we
almost spoke to him a handful of times, he was a delight to talk to
and was so kind. He loved to gather with friends and he was
incredibly hospitable. We are better people to have known him. May
he rest in peace!

Aubrey Anne - May 25 at 01:29 PM

Too many lovely memories to recount. Bob always welcomed my
family with open arms into his home. Fun days on the lake and fun
evenings around the fire up north.  you will be missed.



RH
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ROBIN HATTEY - May 25 at 01:25 PM

I am sad to say that I only met Robert twice; first when he was a
proud and happy father at Rich and Michele’s wedding. I was then
lucky to chat with him at Dutton’s first birthday party. After he
humbly downplayed his incredible career, I spent that afternoon
pouring over scrapbooks filled with news clippings of a hero who
truly made the world a better place! This is an unforgettable man
who will be missed by all who knew him. Praying for happy
memories to comfort you 
all.

The Storey Family in Colorado - May 25 at 01:24 PM

Bob DeFauw, you are a hero and they need to make a movie about
your life. I am so impressed with all your accomplishments and what
you were able to do in the short time on this earth. We respectfully
salute you on this memorial day 2026.  
We know your legacy will live on. You’ve left deep roots. God bless
your family and friends and know that we will cherish all the fond
memories. 
You truly fought the good fight of faith…somehow i don’t see you
resting in peace but winning more battles for your loving Savior
Jesus Christ!  

Lamielle and Puyraimond Families - May 25 at 01:14 PM

Lamielle and Puyraimond Families planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Robert John De Fauw.



LF
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Lamielle and Puyraimond Families - May 25 at 01:14 PM

Lamielle and Puyraimond Families purchased the
Sweet Liberty for the family of Robert John De
Fauw.

JoAnn Buehler - May 25 at 01:14 PM

This is JoAnn Buehler and I have so many wonderful memories with
my cousin Bob. Many of them were up at the cottage near Traverse
City. 
I was always impressed with all of his accomplishments. When I
found out that he lived near me…I was able to go down memory
lane with him. 
He brought over flowers at Christmas and chocolates at Valentine‘s
to my Senior Living home with his son Richard. They were so caring
and kind to think of me. When he left, I would stand by the window
and wave, not wanting the time to end. I am so thankful for his
friendship to both Ron and myself. I know that they are going to
spend eternity doing glorious things for our loving Savior. 
God bless your entire family. Our thoughts and prayers are with you.
Bob DeFauw we honor you on this Memorial Day for your dedicated
service to our great country and to your wonderful family   
God Bless You for blessing me and so many!

The Payne Family - May 25 at 01:04 PM

The Payne Family planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Robert John De
Fauw.

https://www.vermeulenfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4182&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.vermeulenfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4182&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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The Payne Family - May 25 at 01:04 PM

The Payne Family purchased the Peaceful White
Lilies Basket for the family of Robert John De
Fauw.

Kelle - May 25 at 12:09 PM

We have only known Bob 3 years but it feels like so much more.
The best part of moving to Brighton was getting him as a neighbor.
Bob always greeted us with a friendly smile and waves. Sharing
stories at family parties and holidays he always made you feel a
part of the family. It’s hard to say more than what the beautifully
written obituary says! Bob was a special man who loved his country
and family to the fullest! He was a true American and he will be
missed! 
Love Kelle, Steve and Family

John Trout - May 25 at 11:53 AM

Mr. De Fauw was always so kind and thoughtful whenever we
visited. I enjoyed hearing the stories of a life so well lived and I am
truly grateful for all his sacrifice to make our country and Detroit a
better place. I saw him at his 90th birthday and he always
addressed me by my full name and that great smile. 
My thoughts and prayers are with the entire family. 
So many great memories to hopefully comfort you all at such a sad
time.

https://www.vermeulenfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.vermeulenfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.vermeulenfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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The Trout Family - May 25 at 11:36 AM

The Trout Family planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Robert John De
Fauw.

The Trout Family - May 25 at 11:36 AM

The Trout Family purchased the Sacred Duty Spr
ay for the family of Robert John De Fauw.

Caroline & Daniel - May 25 at 11:30 AM

dearest, Pop, 
As with every, such, occasion, Happy Memorial Day and thank You,
for your service. 

Caroline & Daniel - May 25 at 11:20 AM

We, Daniel and I, loved visiting with Pop, every Easter, enjoying his
favorite lake views, loving family and joyful friends. In the
afternoons, on the deck, Hummingbirds sometimes zipped by, which
made us chuckle.

https://www.vermeulenfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1468&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.vermeulenfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1468&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.vermeulenfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1468&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Tom & Leigh Kazmierczak and family - May 25 at 08:37 AM

Tom & Leigh Kazmierczak and family purchased
the Arrive in Style for the family of Robert John
De Fauw.

Mike, Lorrie and family - May 24 at 10:17 PM

Mike, Lorrie and family purchased the Large Bas
ket Garden for the family of Robert John De
Fauw.

https://www.vermeulenfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.vermeulenfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.vermeulenfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1414&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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https://www.vermeulenfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1414&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

